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(St Mark 2:1-12)

Fr. Nithin V. Rajan

We usually think that accumulating wealth is the most important treasure
in this world. Psalm 32:1-2 says “Blessed is he whose transgressions
are forgiven, whose sins are covered. Blessed is the man whose sin
the LORD does not count against him and in whose spirit is no deceit”.
There is nothing more great in this world than to get forgiveness of our
Sins. As human being we fall to sin and lose the connection with our Creator.
Sin separates us from God. Unless we repent we cannot enjoy the joy of
freedom we receive from the remission of sins. “Repentance raises the
fallen, mourning knocks at the gate of Heaven, and holy humility opens it.”
St. John Climacus - “The Ladder of Divine Ascent”

Breaking barriers to connect with Christ:

In today’s gospel we see that Jesus was at Capernaum and the people
heard that he had come home and came in large crowds to see Him.
There was no place left for anyone else. Four men brought a paralytic
man to Jesus but could not see Him because the crowd was a hindrance
for them. What we see here is something amazing, this hurdle of not able
to see Christ didn’t stop them there. They make way which is something
we cannot think of. They carried the man to top of the house they opened
the roof top and lowered the man to where Jesus was. Seeing their faith
Jesus healed the man. Here we see the faith of others have led to the
healing of the paralytic man.

In The Epistle of Ignatius to the Smyrnaeans, we read “wherever
Jesus Christ is, there is the Church.” We are called to be the Icon of
Christ and where we are there should be the Church. Church is not a
static building. Church is growing day by day. We have heard Church
fathers say that “Church is not the museum of saints but a hospital for
sinners”.

True friends:

It is better to be alone than a bad company of friends. In today’s Gospel
we see that the paralytic man was a blessed man because he had good
friends who knew Jesus Christ. They had faith in Christ and believed that
if they are able to meet Christ then things will change. It was only because
of them he was able to walk again in life. When people are so glued to
their own ambitions here we see friends who have taken time out for the
paralytic man.

Do we have friends who will take us to Christ? Or can we be in the
role of the friends who bring others to Christ. It is not an easy task to
carry others’ burdens when life has lot to offer each individual. Being true
to others is a true characteristic of friendship. Here we see not only one
friend but all four working towards a single cause. Unless they had that
unity, they would not have been able to reach to Christ. If anyone would
give up, there would be a failure in their MISSION even when hurdles of
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not able to reach Christ through the door didn’t
stop them. They went their extra way. True
friends go that extra way to help their friends.

Forgiveness of Sins:

It is from God we receive forgiveness of sins and pardon for our
offences. So we need to go to Him. The burden of our sins makes us also
paralyzed. We are heavy laden with that we are unable to do anything.
When we confess our sins we get the grace to walk again. That is what we
see in the case of the paralytic man. Jesus says “your sins are forgiven,
take your mat and walk”. Immediately He got up, took his mat and walked
out in full view of them all. This amazed everyone and they praised God,
saying, “We have never seen anything like this!”

His forgiveness is received when we cling on to him. Unless we receive
His grace we carry the pain and we may be unable to even get up from it
as our sins may weigh us down.

“...Repentance which is true and truly from the heart persuades the
penitent not to sin any more, not to mix with corrupt people, and not to
gape in curiosity at evil pleasures, but to despise things present, cling to
things to come, struggle against passions, seek after virtues, be self-
controlled in every respect, keep vigil with prayers to God, and shun
dishonest gain. It convinces him to be merciful to those who wrong him,
gracious to those who ask something of him, ready with all his heart to
bend down and help in any way he can, whether by words, actions or
money, all who seek his assistance, that through kindness to his fellow-
man he might gain God’s love in return for loving his neighbour, draw the
Divine favor to himself, and attain to eternal mercy and God’s everlasting
blessing and grace.” St. Gregory Palamas

Micah 7:18 “Who is a God like you, who pardons sin and forgives
the transgression of the remnant of his inheritance? You do not stay
angry forever but delight to show mercy . Forgiveness of sins leads to
worship. As the bondage is released there is joy and salvation to the soul.
Forgiveness is a divine act following repentance. God so loved the world
that he didn’t want to be away from His creation.

As we journey through this Holy Lent, let us break all barriers that
disconnects us with Christ. True repentance will open the doors of Heaven.
Let us make unity with others to carry them also to Christ so that they
would also experience the forgiveness Christ offers. Let us ask God to
remove the filthy garments which satan has clothed us through the weakness
of our evil deeds, and ask God to cloth us with the robe of incorruptibility
by the power of the Holy Spirit, so that we will become worthy habitation
of God. Amen.
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